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CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA 1161 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PINS MILI AO 

SUBJECT: ROUNDUP, 1100 HOURS AUGUST 16 

1. THE ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD ME THE MORNING OF AUGUST 
16 THAT MPLA APPEARS TO HAVE WON IN LOBITO. FNLA HAS LEFT ITS 
GARRISONS AND UNITA LOOKS TO BE JUST ABOUT FINISHED. A SHIP 
CAPTAIN IN LUANDA TOLD ME LATE AUGUST 15 THAT HE HAD HEARD A 
STRAY MORTAR SHELL HIT A GERMAN SHIP IN LOBITO HARBOR AND THAT 
ALL VESSELS HAVE NOW LEFT THE HARBOR. 

2. A JOURNALIST JUST BACK FROM SA DA BANDEIRA SAID THAT FIGHTING 
BROKE OUT THERE A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN UNITA AND FNLA AMBUSHED AND 
KILLED THE MPLA COMMANDER IN THE CITY. THE BATTLE, 

HEAVY AT TIMES, WAS INDECISIVE. THE PORTUGUESE MILITARY GOT ALL 
THREE COMMANDERS TO SHAKE HANDS AND GO BACK TO THEIR BARRACKS. 
EACH NOW ROAMS ITS OWN PART OF THE CITY. THE UNITA GARRISON IS 
DRUNK ALL THE TIME AND AS LONG AS PASSERSBY GIVE THEM MONEY 
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3. THE JOURNALIST ALSO SPOKE TO A FEW OF THE 4,000 WHITE REFUGEES 
FROM THE MALANJE-SALAZAR REGION WHO WERE HEADING FOR SOUTHWEST 
AFRICA. AT THE TIME THEY WERE CAMPED IN THE PORTUGUESE BASE AT 

DA BANDEIRA. MOST HAD NO DEFINITE IDEA WHERE THEY WANTED TO GO, 

OR WHAT THEY WERE GOING TO DO. IN FACT, MOST WANTED TO STAY IN 
ANGOLA, BUT WERE SEIZED WITH A COLLECTIVE HYSTERIA THAT FORCED 
THEM TO KEEP MOVING. ALL KNEW ABOUT AND RECOUNTED STORIES OF 
ATROCITIES, SLAUGHTERS AND RAPES, BUT NONE HAD SEEN ANY. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS IN THE CUNENE DISTRICT, 

THE ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD ME AUGUST 16 THAT PORTUGUESE 
MILITARY OFFICERS HAVE ESTABLISHED LIAISON WITH THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS TO WORK A MODUS OPERANDI TO PROTECT WORKERS AT CALUEQUE 
AND RUACANA. 
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